One  Hundred  Years  Ago  On  December 
26 y  1839 ,  Jlbraham  Lincoln  Delivered 
His  Jamous  Sub-Treasury  Speech  At 
Springfield. 
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HE  Debates  of  mid -November  1839  were 
so  well  attended  and  so  enthusiastically  re¬ 
ceived"  that  Abraham  Lincoln  promptly  chal¬ 
lenged  the  Democrats  to  meet  the  Whigs  in 
a  second  encounter.  Evidently,  during  the  one 
month  interim,  Lincoln  busied  himself  with 
research,  armed  himself  with  facts  and  other¬ 
wise  carefully  prepared  his  address  for  the 
December  debates.  The  debates  began  on  the 
18th  and  continued  to  the  26th,  Lincoln  being 
scheduled  to  speak  on  the  last  day. 


When  he  took  the  stand  he  found  to  his 
dismay,  only  a  handful  of  people  had  come 
to  hear  him  speak.  A  week  of  political  speak¬ 
ing,  assisted  no  doubt  by  holiday  fatigue,  had 
dampened  the  enthusiasm  of  the  public.  Lin¬ 
coln  made  no  effort  to  hide  his  chagrin  and 
began  his  speech  by  improvising  the  following 
melancholy  but  appropriate  prologue: 

“Fellow-citizens:  It  is  peculiarly  embarrass¬ 
ing  for  me  to  attempt  a  continuance  of  the 
discussion,  on  this  evening,  which  has  been 
conducted  in  this  hall  on  several  previous 
ones.  It  is  so  because  on  each  of  those 
evenings  there  was  a  much  fuller  attend¬ 
ance  than  now,  without  any  reason  for  its 
being  so,  except  the  greater  interest  the 
community  feel  in  the  speakers  who  ad¬ 
dressed  them  then  than  they  do  in  him  who 
is  to  do  so  now.  I  am,  indeed,  apprehen¬ 
sive  that  the  few  who  have  attended  have 


done  so  more  to  spare  me  mortification  than 
in  the  hope  of  being  interested  in  anything 
I  may  have  to  say.  This  circumstance  casts 
a  damp  upon  my  spirits,  which  I  am  sure 
I  shall  be  unable  to  overcome  during  the 
evening.”  - 


From  this  depressing  beginning  he  followed 
with  an  address  that  was  the  best  of  the  cam' 
paign  thus  far.  It  has  come  to  be  known  as 
the  Sub'Treasury  Speech,  and  its  text  is  a 
stinging  indictment  of  the  corrupt  Van  Buren 
administration  and  its  satellite  state  and  mu' 
nicipal  governments. 


The  scene  of  the  address  was  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  on  Fourth  Street  between 
Monroe  and  Adams  Streets  in  Springfield. 
This  was  also  the  church  that  served  as  the 
Flail  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Theodore  S.  Charrney 


By  the  early  part  of  1840,  the  address  was 
in  print  as  a  campaign  document  and  its  pop' 
ularity  during  the  ensuing  campaign  atoned 
for  the  lack  of  an  audience  on  the  night  it. 
was  delivered.  It  became  one  of  the  best 
sellers  of  the  Hard  Cider  Campaign. 


The  cachet  symbolic  of  this  event  is  a  representative 
picture  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  course  of  a  political 
address.  Prepared  by  THE  POOR  RICHARD  PRESS, 
5053  Montana  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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